In February of 2008, the Manayunk Development Corporation applied for Federal funds to restore the historic Manayunk Canal.  Components of the grant request included addressing problems with flood control, public safety concerns and extensive environmental issues which plague the canal.  The Manayunk Canal, in its current state, is a danger to the long term public health, safety and development of the community. Applications were presented through the offices of U.S. Senator Arlen Specter and U.S. Congressman Chakah Fattah.

Manayunk Development Corporation has received confirmation from Senator Specter’s office that proposed dredging and restoration project for the Manayunk Canal will not be included in the Energy and Water Appropriations Bill FY’09. Federal funding cuts have erased the possibility of funds for Pennsylvania projects with the exception of less than a handful of continuing projects for FY’09.

The goal of the Manayunk Development Corporation is to restore the Historic Manayunk Canal to its’ original navigable condition not only to address environmental concerns, but also to secure historic status of the canal as well as provide the community and local business owners a healthy and vibrant waterfront.  

The Fairmount Park Commission has been a long-time supporter of canal restoration.  The Commission recently approved air rights for businesses to construct patios or decks to open onto the canal.  Additionally, the Fairmount Park Commission, in cooperation with the Philadelphia Water Department, has earmarked money and launched a project to install an inlet pipe and dredge a portion of the north end of the canal.  The project is slated to begin in late 2008.  Although this is an important first step, more construction and renovation will have to take place in order to restore the canal to a viable and sustainable condition.  

The Manayunk Development Corporation continues to maintain the restoration of the Manayunk Canal as a priority. MDC will continue to pursue funding through the Federal government for inclusion in the Water Resources Development Act, if introduced during 2009.  In addition, MDC will continue to pursue other funding avenues in the Commonwealth with the help of Governor Rendell. Mayor Michael Nutter has been a long time proponent of the Manayunk Canal and MDC will continue to work with Mayor Nutter’s office to bring capital improvements to the City of Philadelphia. MDC will continue to support and promote ongoing business and programming in the Manayunk Canal corridor.

Friends of the Manayunk Canal supports the efforts of Manayunk Development Corporation to restore the function of the Manayunk Canal and it lock system.  As a unique piece of our history, preservation and restoration of the Manayunk Canal, between the upper and lower locks, is critical, because this is the only fully intact section of canal along the entire Schuylkill River Navigation system.

